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Re-appropriation
(L. Bini, M. Bricocoli, A. Bruzzese, G, Floridi, A. Gritti, P. Mes-
triner, I. Paoletti, M. Poli, G. Postiglione, M. Spadoni, L. Spinelli)

The concept
The fi rst Milano International Architectural Workshop was 
held at the School of Architecture and Society of Politecnico of 
Milan in from September 27th to October 2nd 2010. The initia-
tive has been jointly promoted by a multidisciplinary group 
of colleagues involved in the Master of Science programs in 
Architecture and Urban Planning with the aim of marking the 
start of the academic year with an initiative which could exploit 
the potentials of a School which covers a broad range of design 
fi elds and has signifi cantly invested in attracting a large crowd 
of international students. The intention, in face of the current 
constraints affecting the Italian public university, was to develop 
this international dimension, involving a selected group of in-
novative and qualifi ed foreign colleagues as guest professors.
They have worked as a sort of temporary Faculty staff with 
different competences and specializations, offering the chance 
to students anrolled in different educational programs to work 
together for a time in eight different workshops in groups of 
fi fteen students each. 
The concept in the launching of the Miaw program is to keep a 
focus on the city of Milano and to develop design explorations 
along the defi nition of a key word, to be identifi ed and changed 
every year, and along a wish of working on the coupling of 
people and places. For the 2010 edition, the proposed key word 
was ‘re-appropriation’.
Every year the group of promoters will change, allowing to a 
large number and to a variety of colleagues with different pro-
fi les to be involved, witnessing the plurality of competences and 
backgrounds that characterize our school. 
A key note lecture by Andrea Branzi and a contribution by the 
Dean of the School, Pier Carlo Palermo, opened the fi rst edi-
tion of Miaw, while the fi nal outcomes of the workshops were 
displayed in the exhibition hall of the School in the week fol-
lowing the workshop.

The theme
The theme selected for the fi rst edition of Miaw workshops was 
‘re-appropriation’. It has been interpreted as the set of physical 
and cultural processes by which a group reclaims – re-appropri-
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Miaw 2010 è stata un’iniziativa 
promossa da un gruppo 
multidisciplinare di colleghi che 
insegnano ai corsi di laurea 
magistrale in Architettura e in 
Pianifi cazione della Scuola di 
Architettura e Società e che ha 
coinvolto circa 150 studenti e 8 
docenti internazionali.
L’obiettivo è stato quello di lavorare 
sulla città di Milano attraverso 
esplorazioni progettuali, proposte 
e realizzazioni che si misurassero 
con il concetto di ‘riappropriazione’. 
Architetti, urbanisti, planners e 
artisti devono sempre più spesso 
confrontarsi con usi imprevisti e 
richieste di utilizzo di risorse spaziali 
differenti da quelle previste dalla 
pianifi cazione istituzionale o dalle 
tradizioni consolidate. A partire 
da una ampia varietà di spazi e 
situazioni indagate, così come di 
linguaggi e soluzioni progettuali 
adottati, Miaw 2010 ha illustrato 
molteplici possibilità di rivitalizzare 
luoghi inattivi e di mettere in campo 
differenti processi e modalità di 
riappropriazione
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